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THE EVOLUTION OF MAN’S CAPACITY 
FOR CULTURE 


The first six essays of this issue of Human Biology constitute a 
symposium, “The Evolution of Man’s Capacity for Culture,” presented 
at the annual meeting of the American Anthropological Association, 
Chicago, Illinois, on December 29, 1957. 

The symposium, with a preface by Dr. J. N. Spuhler of the Depart- 
ment of Anthropology, University of Michigan, who organized it, and a 
summary review by Professor Leslie A. White, of the same department, 
will be reissued this spring as a book by Wayne State University Press, 
Detroit (price about $3.50). 

In concluding his summary, Professor White says: “ This symposium 
goes considerably beyond the scope indicated by its title. It not only 
outlines the course of biological development that eventually produced 
man’s bodily structure ; it shows how primate behavior of various kinds, 
but particularly the use of tools, has profoundly affected the evolution 
of man’s body and brain. The carry-over of certain trends and ten- 
dencies in prehuman primate behavior, both social and individual, and 
their expression in human behavior and culture, has been much discussed 
in the past, and this topic is competently treated in this symposium. 
But a point much more rarely considered is that which sees the emergence 
and establishment of culture opposing some fundamental traits of pri- 
mate nature and practise. This, also, is illuminatingly treated. And 
in addition to ideas, views, and interpretations, the various papers have 
gathered together and presented a wealth of factual information from 
far and near and offer it here for the reader in succinct, compact form.” 

The six authors view man’s evolving capacity from six directions: 
in front, behind, above, below and both sides; that is, from the points 
of view of anatomy, physiology, psychology, language, culture, and 
society. 

GABRIEL W. Lasker, Editor 
Human 


